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Let Us Go Back 

We continue to look at the growth of the early Church in Acts

Acts 15:36 – 39

A meeting of the minds…

If you were with earlier in our study of Acts, you may remember John Mark who had “started” the first journey with Paul and Barnabas

However, he had not seen the work to a conclusion – Acts 13:13

Barnabas wanted to take John Mark, his cousin, this time as well 

The disagreement was so strong, they decided to separate, thus two teams were formed

Barnabas and Mark visited the churches on the island of Cyprus
Paul chose Silas and went through Syria and Cilicia, strengthening the churches
Paul and Silas travel through the same cities as had been visited in the first journey
Acts 16:1 - 5

At Lystra Paul met Timothy, a young man with a believing and teaching mother 

She had perhaps grown up in Judaism, but had become a Christian
Timothy was respected by the brethren who knew him - Lystra and Iconium
This was the beginning of a relationship that lasted throughout Paul’s life
Luke gives a brief report on the church’s progress - Acts 16:5 – “So the churches were strengthened in the faith, and they increased in numbers daily”

As the journey continues, Paul is directed away from Asia and finds himself in Troas

There he has a vision of a man calling him – Acts 16:9, 10
They set their sights on going into Macedonia, arriving at Philippi - Acts 16:12 - 15 

They remained in Philippi for some days…then went outside the city gate to a gathering on the riverside on the Sabbath day  

When Paul visited a city he usually preached in their synagogue

Since he was  a student Gamaliel, - Acts 22:3 – he was usually welcomed to speak

To form a synagogue in a city required ten Jewish men who were heads of households

When this qualification was not met it usual to find a place in the open, often near a lake or river near the city

They sat down and began speaking to the women who had assembled

The fact that there were only women was further evidence of a small Jewish community in Philippi

Without a male to lead, these women met to pray, read from the Old Testament law and discuss the readings

Surely, to have these men visit was appreciated

 Paul's attitude contrasted that of many Pharisees since they often would not condescend to teach a woman

Some even went so far as to thank God that they were neither Gentiles, slaves nor women

This really ran in opposition to the treatment of women in Greco-Roman society

Paul valued the women he met in ministry - Phoebe and the others named in Romans 16:1 – 16 and even Euodia and Syntyche - Philippians 4:2, 3
Here, at the river, they meet a woman named Lydia

She was from the city of Thyatira who was a business woman, selling purple

One of the seven churches of Revelation was at Thyatira – Revelation 2:18 – 29

In that day, purple dye, made from the glands of a shellfish or the root of plant, was ridiculously expensive

Purple garments were worn by royalty and the wealthy…therefore selling purple fabric was profitable 
There are three interesting focuses in Luke’s account of their meeting with Lydia

1.  She was a worshiper of God


a. Perhaps like Cornelius in Acts 10


b. Being a believer (worshipper) of God is the first step to redemption

2. She was a listener


a. Not everyone who hears really listens 

b. Jesus talks of such people – Matthew 13:11 – 17

c. Jesus gives further explanation – John 8:43 - 45


c. Thankfully, Lydia was truly a listener, seeking to know the truth – Romans 10:17
3. She was a believing responder – Ephesians 2:1 – 10

a. Her response to the message was immediate  


b. Like other believers before her, she was baptized – Acts 16:15

c. She invites them to stay with her…if they saw her as a believer in the Lord


d. How did they make this decision – based on her response of being baptized right then


e. This is the common practice we have seen in Acts – 2, 3, 8, 9, 10 

